for, in truth, I do not go a step out of my way
to inquire after news & seldom have any till
it has been in print.   I wrote a long letter
to Wiart with some questions about my dear
old friend, which, I hope, he received & will
answer. He told me she had acted kindly by
him.  I knew her intentions on that head and
towards all her Servants.   When you return,
which I shou'd hope wd be  soon & with
satisfaction, you must allow me to talk a
little about her, which I will not do now,
tho' I can scarce refrain.   I hope not a
line  of  hers will  be detained from me,
especially the written portraits.    She had
many most entertaining letters from the Abbe"
Barthelemi, of which I was very fond too.
I repeat how carefull I shall be of every-
thing.   As I outlive my friends, my greatest
pleasure is thinking & talking of   them.
What is past is much more dear to me than
anything that is passing now.    And, beg-
ging the present Time's pardon, I do not
think I am much in the wrong !    Your son
is one of the very few that cou'd replace
any of those that I loved & are gone : but
I shall not make him so bad a complimentr, who sat for Boss-shire in the Parliament of 1774,
